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                Medieval Women

THE WILL OF ALISON SOTHILL OF DEWSBURY. 
July 23, 1509. Alison Sothill of parish of Dewsbury. 
First, give my soul to God Almighty, our Lady Saint Mary, & all the fair company of heaven, & my body to be buried in the kirk or the kirk yard. To my son Thomas a gold ring that hath Jesus engraved in it, & another ring with a diamond in it, & a cupboard that stands by it in my 

parlour. To my daughter-in-law Margery his wife another cupboard. To my god-daughter, Elisabeth Sothill, a broach of gold and my little girdle. To my son-in-law William Amyas a little goblet of silver with a covering, 2 of my best silver spoons, a ring of gold having Saint John Baptist engraved in it. To my son, Sir Henry Sothill, 2 of my best silver spoons. 

To my son Robert Sothill 2 silver spoons. I will that every one of my sons-in-law, Peter Barston, John Beamond, Thomas Seyvell, have each one of them a silver spoon to pray for me. To my daughter, Janet Trigott, an English book of our Lady & Saint Barnard. To my daughter, Elizabeth Amyas, a gilted girdle that hath a chain on it. To my daughter Margaret
Barston my broadest gilted girdle. My daughter Alice Beamond to have my third black gown. To my daughter Effame Seyvell my best violet gown. My daughter Dame Kateryn Sothyll to have a chafer that belongs to my parlour. I will that those women that shall wind me have every one of them 8 pence, whether there be 2 or 3. Also I will that every one of those 4 men that shall bear me to the kirk have 4 pence. I make Thomas Sothill, William Amyas my son-in-law, & Sir Henry Sothill my son, the vicar of Birton, mine executors. I will that penny dole be given the day of my burial, & Masses to be said the same day, and a dinner for gentlemen and priests ; & the residue of my goods not bequeathed to have a priest to sing for me as far as it will stretch. For the tithes that I have forgotten, 20 pence.
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